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WHAT MEANS IT? 

Luke, xvi. 15. Yeare they, which justify yourselves 

before men ; but God knoweth your hearts: for that, 

which is highly esteemed among men is abomination 
in the sight of God. 

Amoxg the unaccountable follies of men, and the 
hateful tyrannies to which they have always been in- 
clined; religious tyranny, founded in a self-righteous 
spirit, and manifested by an uncharitable, overbear- 
ing conduct towards all, who dissent from them, zs 
and has been, in all ages, the greatest felly of which 
men have beenguilty. It has forbidden the exercise 
of reason ; it has endeavored to make the clergy in- 
fallible; and it has persecuted with lies, with fire and 
sword,with racks and unspeakable tortures, with con- 
fiscation of property, with Lanishment and all manner 
of contempt those, whose opinions differed from that, 
which is called the orthodox faith. ‘There is no in- 
sult, which man can receive from man, which can 
compare with that, which takes away his reason and 
forbids him to exercise his rational powers in regard 
to God and his own final destination. Yet this has 
been attempted, and ina great measure, has beencar- 
vied into effect, for many ages, by persecution, by all 
manner of oppressions and cruel deaths. Those 
priests, whose profession was the love of souls, the glo- 
ry of God and the good of mankind, have led the van 
in all these bloody and abominable proceedings.— 
Wolves and tigers have been mild creatures, compa- 
rea to an assuming, self righteous gnd overbearing 
clergy. Man has been prohibited the use of reason 
and the scriptures, and has been tied down to the 
creeds, the doctrines and commandments of men.— 
These oppressions were never the effect of love to 
man ora regard’ to the religion of the gospel; but 
they had, and still have the promoiion of self, the 
grandeur of the world and the cringing flattery and 
applause of hypocrites as their object. Thus while 
these cruel proceedings have’been highly esteemed a- 
mong men; (among men of this stamp) they have 
been an equal abomination in the sight of God. 

I propose in this discourse to shew, 

1. That the hearts of these, who justify themselves 
before men, are known by God. 

2. That many things wrong among men are so fix- 
ed, as to be highly esteemed by men. 

3 That, which is highly esteemed among men i a- 
bomination in the sight of God. 

1. The hearts of them, who justify themselves be? 
fore men are known of God. God knoweth the 
hearts of all men. He needeth not that any should 
testify of man, for he knoweth what isin man. The 
darkness hideth not from God; the darkness and the 
light are both alike to him; therefore we cannot go 
from bis spirit nor bide ourselves from his presence. 
All things, even the thoughts, words and actions ofall 
men, are naked and open to the eyes of God. Hence 
with truth did our Saviour say, “but God knoweth your 
hearts.” There is an expression like this, that there 
is no darkness or shadow of death where the workers 
of iniquity may hide themselves. 

2. That many things wrong among men are so fix- 
ed as to be highly esteemed by men. 

Self righteousness, as a principle of justification be- 








fore God, and as a cause of separation fromm mat and 
despising man is one of the wrong things, which ever 
has been highly esteemed. Mark the Jewish hich 
priests, the scribes and pharisees in our Savicnr’s 
time, and how highly they were esteemed by thie na- 
tion at large. Mark the Romish hierarchy and 
church, in pretending to be the only true church of 
Christ on earth, issuing their excommunications and 
denunciations of eternal damnetion against all, who 
dissent from them, drinking the blood of the martyrs 
of Jesus, and inflicting tortures unknown ameng hea- 

then nations. Yet had this church so fixed their im- 

postures, that, although millions suffered persecuc‘on 

and death for nonconformity; yet ali ibe nations of 
Europe, with the above exceptions hare so highly es- 

teemed her, that they:have worshipped this beast, and 

received his mark in their forehead. The protestant 

church has so far followed the example of the Romaa 

church in this respect, that thousands have lost their 

lives for nonconformity, while others have suffered 

imprisonment, Ccrporeal punishment, with the confis- 

cation oftheir property. Yet have these things becn 

highly esteemed among men. The light and liberty 

of the present day have opened the eyes of thousands 

and tens of thousands to see the folly aud madness of 
these highly esteemed things Notwithstanding the 
old leaven of hypocrisy and malice is still 10 be seen 
and it is acted out so far as it can be under our free 
and tolerant government. What else can be meant 
by. all the misrepresentations of onr adversaries, who 
are using all means tu discredit and put down the 
doctrine, which is according to godliness? who rep- 
resent God as the unchangeable enemy of the great- 
est part of his creatures, and as the friend only ofa 
chosen few #. Do such mea wish for the salvation of 
men? they caunot desire it and be consistent with 
themselves. They cannot desire it, unless they wish 
for that, which opposes the will and decree of God, 
fur he, according to them, wills the contrary. What 
means it then? Ans. It means this, that as God eter- 
nally will hate a great part of his creatures, so these 
men conclude that they ought to hate them likewise. 
This cuts off, in them, every desire that the human 
family should be saved, and excites a self nghteous 
spirit, by which they despise others. Hence the 
scriptures are wrested, the gospel is suppressed and 
the law is preached in its stead. Hence these men 
are unwilling that all men should be saved. The 
plain truth is this, that a legal spirit is utterly opposed 
to a system of grace to any extent. and especially to 
that system of grace, which is extended to the human 
family, and is glad tidings of great joy to all people. — 
Hence, likewise, they bring damnation with all its 
awful horrors, instead of the joyful sound of salvation 
and peace. Yet the great bulk of mankind have and 
etilldo highly esteem these doctrines. 

Costly churches, pormpous ceremonies, high titles 
and great salaries bave, likewise, had a share in the 
admiration ofmen. These have been highly esteem- 
edamong men. While thousands are scarcely able 
to support themselves and families, they wil! contrib- 
ute their last mite to adorna church, or to support a 
minister in pomp and affluence, till be has more than 
heart can wish and his eyes stand out with fatness. — 
Reverend Sir, reverend teacber, or pastor, will, like- 
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wise. be reiterated, till the preacher becomes proud ; tion towards men, it is certain, that nothing can be 
and arrogant, and he, who thus eccosts him, becomes | acceptable in his sigbt, which is m direct OBPvsition 
degraded beneath the dignity ofamaa. This ishigh-; thereto. Let allimen reflect upon their own imper. 
ly esteemed. fections; if imperfection be that, which thev take 
The mixture of man’s inventions with the stinplici- | pleasure in contemplating; they may see enough a 
ty of the gospel, and the dogmas cf the clergy instead home, without a visit to their ucighbor. Popes ang 
of the sincere milk of the word and the unadulterated | priests are sinfuland imperfect as other men, a deni- 
gospel of Christ; have been highly esteeined, from | al of this is abominaion in the s'ghi ef God.—Enrror 
the force of custom, and a strange infatuation On | qo Se NY 
men’s :ninds to conform to this present evil world.— "THE Mé RN LU r¢ R a? 
The whole nature of the gospel tends to peace and | - — 3 : ° 
-, love,to simplicity and sincerity. It minds not high | Op. rebuke is belter than secret love P= Proverbs, 
things, but condescends to men of low estate: but the pansies en ———— 
tendency of a pompous ministry and a worldly church REV. MR. BKIES, vs. TRUTH. 
are the bane of all religion and have proved the . (ConShided from page 139 
source of great conteution and eve: lasting conlusion. In the rernarks heretofore made on Mr. Ks, fg. 
2. 1am to show, that these things, which are high- | mous sermon, we have endeavored to disprove the 
ly esteeined among men are abomination in the sight | pvsitions of the Rev. gentleman, from whfeh he ex. 
ot God. Whenmen make void God's law, and wor- | ultingly concluded, that the wieked will be damned 
ship the creature more than ihe creator; whea men} to alleternity. We have no apprehensions that the 
sit in the temple of God, and introduce their creeds | champion of hell torments, who has so violently, iy- 
in the place of the word of revelation, which Ged has | norantly, and confidently attacked our sentiments, 
will ever condescend to notice, Ina public manner, 
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given; when the pomp of the world 1s iniroduced in- 
to the church and men’s persons are bad wn adoration | the objections which have been urged against his 
because of advantage; when men treat their ncigh- | discourse; and, therefore, shall add but a few words 
bors unfairly by misrepresenta!ion and falsehoud, and | to what has already been submitted to the public.— 
conduct towards them without one spark of charity or | This course we prefer, knowing that Mr. Kk. will ve- 
confidence: in short, when men act the pharisee and } ver answer, to the satisfaction of any candid mind, 
are righteous in their own eyes and despise others; | one of a hundred of those objections which have ai- 
when they hignly este¢ mthat, whichis nut scriptural, | ready been brought against the partial sysiein he 
which is not rational, but is partial and hypocritical; ; maimrtains. Hfis betters have cither pot attempted, 
we may know that these things are that, which God’s | ur have dailed in the undertaking, to explair away 
sou! hateth, which are abomination in his sight, and | (he construction which Universalists put upon the 
wiich are the more abominable because they are | passages which are urged against our doctrine. Our 
highly esteemed. Ye ave they, which justify your- | tilustration of those passages are before the world— 
selves before men, but God knoweth your hearts; for} written in language which a fool may understand— 
thai, whichis biehiy esteemed amoung men is abomin- | eamraven upon every heart of seusibility as with a 
ation in ihe sight of God. pou of iron—and illustrated by every chapter and 
REMARKS, verse in the word of God. But after every objection 
It is painful to be obliged to censure the conduct has been candidly considered. and every obstacle 
of those, who. by their profession, cught to be exam- | £aretully removed, the wilfully iguorant, the obstin- 
ples ef clarity and hurnility, as well as of long and re- | ately blind, or the naturally vicrou-. continue to how! 
peated acts of devotion ; when charity is out of the ;eve! the ruins of modern Babe l, to dees we the sim- 
question, and when humility ls a name, nota realily. | | le und unsuspecting with the mad delusion, that 
Men have always erred with respect to their own and | thing has yet been done towards ctecting its down- 
their neighbor's rights, especially in religious things. | fall! In order to carry on ihe deception, the Rev. 
W hen the pope or his councits conclude that they are | 
infi!lible aad compel others to come tu-iheir rule, or | 
| 
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vir. KK. has acted the part allotted tam by his imes- 

fers. Jie hascommenuced ap attack upon a doctrine 

be treated as brute beasts, to be banished, imprisoned of which be as either deplorably ignorant, or whi h 

and put to death; they evidentiy misjudge with res- | te bas designedly misrepresented. And not content- 
pect to themselves and their fellow beings. What 
- right has a pope tothe pretension of intailibility more 
han other men? [tistrae, be may have had a great- 


ed with that, he has slandered the characters of tndi- 
viduals of the faith of Abraherm, by saving, that the 
er opportunity to acquire knowledge than some oth- 


body of Universalists in ihe viciatty of his location, 
theearth Wedco 


is composed of the effheourings of 
i 


ers; but all the advantages of the greates’ cducation t pretend to give his own words. but such, we are 
never made a perfect tan. Vet the pupe’s inf: ibaly credibly reforms a, were the sentiments e | r¢ sed by 


this redoubte ble clickler for beli torments! Ve escorr 


his title. Thi. established, and what next? why fal- | 

lible men must come to his rvle or be burnt. Jler@] characters of reeneetable individue!. im the eounis 
Men misjudge both respecting themselves and others. |e Cusutanque, and wall only rccormmenc it to Mr. 
This faree has been carricd on in ail ages of the | &. to heat has hell seven times better tran the fur- 
church down to the present time. Men would wish | oece of Nebuchednczzar, and then read his own sen- 
to be considered infailible and by that siretagem rale | tence: 2 + AM hors shall bave their part in the 
the consciences of othermen. Htoweverhigh!, these | lake that burneth with fire ond brimstone.” 
_thines may have Leen cs'eemed among men, we need 
not wonder that they ace ebomination in the sigitt of | will conclude this controversy, by dedicating what 
God. In ourday and amone our neighbors, the same | bes been said to the Rev. Mr. ies, accompanicd 
principle isacted out: the i-neuage is this, stand by wih a word o advice. We. wouls recommend to 
thyself, come not near tome. ham heher thon thov ; Fl the Rev. gentleman, hereaiter, to take a litile of his 
am not as other men, ifLamnot wfailiile, yet Bam} preaching te hims if. 


ty has been highly esteemed. */#?s ho/iness must be 
foattenpt a refutaiion of the unholy libel on the 





Ilavisg no time to enlarge upon these matters, we 





Aithough he mav copsuler 
himself perfecUy safe, aud not exposed to the tor- 


onuch better than others. hip ; 4 

Thus every principle of that meek ond humble | ments with which he threatens others, yet, lest has 
tempor of Christ and the gespel is laid aside, while | certainty of salvation should leaa him to cormrait 
haughtiness and pride are substituted in their place. | suicide, we would advice bim to fear hell litiie for 


As God is love and umpartial in his purposes of salva- himself. This advice is given to guard him trom 
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manifesting his sincerity, since he is inclined to think 
that Universalists are not sincere in their faith, be- 
cause they do not * kill themselves and go to glory ” 
And perlaps it would be well for Mr. K. if he is 


. . ° Ld ‘ 
really sincere in the work of saving souls, to despatch | 


his followers to eternity as fast as he coaverts them. 
jest, peradveniure, they should * fall from grace,” 
and be damned! 

To conclude: While we feel no hostility to Mr. 
ix. or his brethren im the faith, and winle we feel 
to be our duty to extend te all the hand of friendship 
and love, we hope to be exeused for handling. with 
sume apparent severity, the doctrines which we hon- 
estly believe to be erroneous. We ere honest, when 
we say that we love the man but hate his measyres 
Truth is our object, and that we shall ever delight 
io maintain, in opposition to what we consider to be 
error. Believing, tlrerefore, that the medicine shouid 
be powerful when the disease is deeply seated, we 
have taken the lberty to use great plainness of 
speech in the brief aotice we have taken of Mr. Ks. 
discourse. We have only to add an ardent prayer 
to God for the emancipation of our fellow men, from 
that darkness of mind and bardaess of: heart, which 
cannot fail to produce the most unspeakable distress 
to every feeling and benevolent heart. And when 
all things are gathered together in Christ, we hove 
tomeet Mr. K. and’ his brethren in the realms of 
eternal peace, with their pride subdued, their preju- 
dices destroyed, their hearts melted in contrition, 
their spirits gladdened with love impartial and di- 
vine, and their tongues attuned to the seng of re- 
deeming grace by Jesus Christ our Lord. 





Our readers will recollect that a petiticn was pre- 
sented to the senate during the late session of the 
levislature, from the inhabitants of Lebanon in Mad- 
ison county, ecuiplaining of the conduct of the acting 
superintendent of common schools, (the secretary of 
state) and praying for his removal. We have been 
furnished with the report of the committee on litera- 
ture, to whom the petition was referred, and believ- 
ing it to be interesting to a large portion of our read- 
ers, we publish it this day. Indeed we are surprised 
that thisand several important reports and documents 
submitted to the legislature have not appeared in the 
Albany papers. We shall from time to time publish 
such as appear to us proper to be laid before our rea- 
ders.—Ontario Mess. 

REPORT 
Of the committée on literature, on the petition of the 
inhalntunts of Lebanon. 

Mr. Spencer, fromthe committee on literature, 
to whom was referred the petition of sundry inhabit- 
ants of the town of Lebanon, in the county of Madi- 
20n, together with an appendix thereto, and a com- 
munication fromthe acing superintendent of com- 
mon schools. 

REPORTED— 

hat among a great deal of irrelevant matter con- 
tainied in the petition and appendix, and some of 
which is not expressed in the most becoming lan- 
guage, there are some specific charges which have 
received the consideration of the committee, and 
upon which the acting superintendent has been fuily 
heard. The first and most important subject of com- 
plaintis, the right exercised by the superintendent, of 
recommending books, not strictly schcol books, to 
be used in common schools, and the petitioners com- 
plain particularly of bis having so recommended a par- 
ticnlartract. The acting superintendent supposes 
this power is given bim by the 38th section of the act 
lor the support of common schools,” passed April 12, 
1819, by which it is made the duty ofthat officer to 
eause to be printed, published and distributed among 


the inhabitants in this state, ight thousand copies of 
the saidact, “and such instructions as shall be thought 
pecessary and proper, for the better government and 
organization of common schools,” thus implying the 
right to give such instructions. Without stopping’ 
| to enquire whether that implied was not entirely speut 
/when the mstructions then prepared were printed 
and distributed, the committee cainot perceive in 
the words quoted, any authority whatever, to recom- 
mend or direct the use of any particular bovks in 
common schools. The organization of cvinmon 
scliools, certainly has nothing tedo with books; nor 
can your coinmittee perceive how the autiority to 
prescribe rules for. the better governient of schools, 
implies the right to direct particular buoks or studres. 
it obviously relates to the defining the respective 
power & duties of commissioners, inspectors. trustees, 
and schoolmasiers. If the legislature had intended 
to vest in the supenntendent the very important 
power of prescribing the parvcular spelling books, 
reading lessons, and book: of arithmetic, to be used 
in the common schouis of the state, by which a most 
vexatious and unuccessary expense would be tre- 
quently thrown upon parents, in compelling their 
children to abandva the books they alveady lad for 
new ones, your committee conceive that such a pow- 
er would have been distinctly given, in terms that 
could not admit ofa doubt. This consideration would 
lead toa rigid construction of any law supposed to 
confer such a power, and appears decisive in the 
present case when the words of the act can be fully 
satisfied, without giving to them such an exiensive 
operation. If the superintendent has no power to 
prescribe the use of bvoks, authoritively, be has 
nore to recommend them officialiy; for it is net pre- 
tended that there is any other part of the law giving 
such power, than that before quoted; and if that 
confers any power, it is absolutely tocommand. Al- 
though this ‘practice was adopted by the former su- 
periniendent, and has been, with the best intentions, 
followed by the present incumbent, yet the commit- 
tee cannot entertain a doubt, that there ts no author- 
ty for it. And if they supposed there was any such 
authority, they would not hesitate to recommend its 
immediate repeal. Independent of the consideration 
of enormous expense, which 1 would produce, be- 
fore mentioned, the discretion of selecting books, 
would, in its nature be very liable to abuse, and 
would afford a most fruitful subject of contention, 
dissatisfaction and difficulty. The authors of school 
books, who failed to obiain the recommendation of 
the superintendent, would be the last to submit, in 
silence, to his decision. ‘Town inspectors and com- 
missioners, trustees of school districts, and parents 
who send their chilren to school, have their favorite 
authors and systems, which, it is well known, are not 
'easily surrendered. These sources of contention 
| would be auymented, if the discretion of the superm- 
'tendent were extended to books partaking, in the 
least, of a religious character; for no such book, 
‘excepting the bible. could be recommended, with- 
ont affording to the jealous and watchful eyes of the 
| different denominations, subjects of criticism, cavil 
‘and complaint. Ifany proof of this should be re- 
_ quired, it will be found in the very petition referred 
,to your committee. The tract recommended by the 
| acting superintendent, called The Pensioner, is, per- 
haps, as inoffensive as any such work can well be 
‘written: and yet the excitement it has produced, is 
| by no means confined to the petitioners. And while 
, the committee entertain no doubt of the pure and be- 











'nevolent motives of the gentlemen associaied to pub- 


lish that and similar tracts, and of the upright and 
laudable intentions of the superintendent, in giving 
‘them an official recommendation, and 2 currency 
| through his office, yet they are persuaded, that the 
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very aitempt to convert the common schools into 
channels tor their circulation and distribution, will 
excite so much hostility, and so mueh apprehension 
of encroachments upon religious tenets, that it will 
defeat the very object. And yourcommittee are far 
from reprehending this watchfulness and jealousy of 
religious influence. The effects of bigotry and intol- 
erance, in other countries, teach us to appreciate our 
own inestimable liberty of conscience, and to watch 


and resist the very first steps which may lead to such , 


consequences among ourselves. 

Your committee have entered into this train of 
reflections, in order to exbibit a full view of the dan- 
gers to be apprehended trom the exercise of the 
power of recommending books among them. The 
most serious is, the great probability that it would 
produce so much dissatisfaction and contention, as 
to break up tbe whole system of common school edu- 
cation. And in this view of it, they feel bound to 
express their hope, that as the superintendent has no 
authority to preacribe books to be used in common 
schools, and of course none to recommend suck books 
officially, he will abstain from giving such recom- 
mendations individually; for the obvious reason, 
that there are fe who will make the distinction be- 
tween an official and an individual act; and the con- 
sequences resulting from either would not be mate- 
riaily different. 

Another subject of complaint is, that the superin- 
tendent has directed annual celebrations of anumber 
of schools in the same vicinity, and jias given instruc- 
tions to clerks of towns and school districts, in reia- 
tion to them. The power tu de tiis is claimed under 
the words of the 38th section before quoted. Altho’ 
the committee can perceive po great evil likely to 
result from these celebrations, but on the contrary, 
some benefit may be derived from them, yet they 
cannot find, in the language of the law, any auther- 
ity for directing them. They certainly do not come 
within eiiiez of the terms ‘“ for the organization and 
government of common schools,” for which only the 
superintesdent is authorised to issue instructions. — 
Still less does that language sanction any authoritive 
directions to town clerks and district clerks, on that 
or any other subject within their official duties. — 
These celebratiuns, and the manner of conducting 
them, must be left to the patriotism and intelligence 
of the officers who have the more immediate charge 
of common schools. 

It appears to the committee, that in one instance 
where the trustee of a school district had written an 
improper letter to the superintendent, that aficer 
forbade the paying over of any public money to him, 
as such trustee, and by that means compelled bira to 
resign his office. It isdue to the acting superintend- 
ent to state, that upon reflection he does not himself 
justify this act by any law. It is scarcely necessary 
to say that it was wholly unauthorised. 


In concluding their report upen a subject which 
has afforded them no pleasure, the committee cannot 
forbear to commend the vigilance, fidelity, industry 
and ability displayed by the acting superintendent, 
in the discharge of the complicated and multifarious 
duties of his station. And believing that the errors 
which have been pointed out, are mistakes of judg- 
ment, into many of which he was led by the example 
of his predecessor, the committee are unanimously 
of opinion, that the prayer of the petitioners for his 
removal from office ought not to be granted. And 
as they believe the existing !aws do not authorise the 
acts complained of, they do not perceive the neces- 
sity of recommending the passage of any law on the 
subject. They therefore ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petitions and ¢om- 
munication referred to them. 


The report being read, was agreed to without a 
dissenting vote. 

REMARKS. 

From the above report it will appear evident to 
our readers, that the pernicious tracts of the N. Y, 
State Tract Society, together with the official intru- 
sions of Mr. Secretary Yates, are not hereafier, tu be 
authoritauvely * put into the hands of every child 
and youth io our state,” without the knowledge or 
consent of their parents! Much credit'is due to the 
| gentlemen composing the committee to whom that 
; subject was referred, and much honor is due to the 
| state of New York, which can boast of a legislative 
| body so liberal, enlightened and independent, as to 
correct, unanimously, an evil so pernicious. Per- 
haps it would have pleased a great portion of the in- 
habitants of our prosperous state, to have had the 
Hon. Secretary of State removed from that office 
which he had so much abused, and deprived of that 
authority which has been vested in his hands, and 
which has been converted into a sectarian machine 
for purposes at once subversive of our rights and in- 
sulting to a free and independent people. But we 
are perfectly satisfied with the result. We would 
recommend it to tract pedlars, hereafter to remem- 
ber, that there are yet men possessing sufficient in- 
dependence of mind, to resis: their unhallowed en- 
croachments, and sufficient integrity of heart to op- 
pose their wicked schemes. Thefriends of liberty 
in our neighboring states, will rejoice with us at our 
liberation from the fangs uf a designing and crafty 
priesthood, while a majority of our own citizens, will 
hereafter take new encouragement from this result, 
and more uniiedly oppose any encroachments on our 
civil and religious privileges. 

It belongs tous only to say, that every friend of 
freedom and liberty of conscience, ought now to set 
his face against the crafty speculations of the nomi- 
pally orthodox. A decided and independent stand 
will puta stop totheir encroachments. Let those, 
therefore, who have ventured to look beyond the con- 
fines of bigotry and superstition, refuse to encourage 
the dissemimation of error, and the union of cburch 
= State, and future generatiens will call them bles- 
sed. 


INFORMATION WANTED. 

Whereas, divers persons have been foralong time, 
very clamorous against universalism, and in favor o! 
the notion of bell torments; and having become con- 
vinced that no doctrive can do any good unless it is 
believed by each professor for himself: And whereas, 
many pretend that universalism is not a good doctrine 
because it proclaims salvation tosinners ; Now there- 
fore, wk, believersin the eternal and unchanging 
benevolence of an impartial God, request to be in 
formed of ONE individual, of common sense, over 
ten years of age and under ninety nine, who can 
produce satisfactory evidence that le believes in au 
endiess hell for himself. And as a suitable reward 
for such information, we pledge ourselves to furnisl: 
any person ofthe above description, with an elegant 
bible, neatly bound and lettered, in which are the 
words of eternal life. 

MANY. 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 

On what is commonly denominated the “fall of 4- 
dam,” in which all his posterity is su sed to 
have caught the disorder—called ‘ original sin.” 
By George Thatcher, late Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts. 

My Dear Sir,—Notwithstanding you refused te 
send me Mr. Ballou’s Sermon on the New Birtb, an¢ 
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threatened me, upon the peril of your vengeance, not | the earil:, and to subdue it. God pronounced every 
to read it, I have obtained it, and perused it twice, { thing he had made to be very good; and indeed it 
in less time than the printer set the types fora page; | would be very strange were ii otherwise, there being 
and have proceeded thus far in punishing you for dis- | no lack of wisdom, power, or goodness in the Crea- 
obedience to my orders; but what the lengtli of the | tor. Adam was made in the imaze of his Maker, 
punishment will be, I cannot now foresee. Howev- | because he was to have dominion and exercise power 
er, [ do not mean you shall do, as too many have! over other creatures, as well as to receive laws and 
done—complain that, as a judge, Iam too lenient and j.rules to regulate his own conduct. Now the whule 
merciful. So prepare yourself for forty stripes, save | duty of man may be deduced from the two commands 
one; i.e. for thirty-nine pages large folio, small | given him at creation, viz. tobe fruitful and multiply 
type. and replenish the earth, and to subdue it. And { 
On reading the Sermon by friend Ballou, it imme- | verily believe that a few sensible discourses, develop- 
diately occurred to my mind, that this new birth or | ing and applying the original meaning of these three 
regeneration is declared by the orthodox, to be the | or four words, would have a more direct tendency to 
mstantaneous effect of divine miraculous power on | Jead people in the true path of their destivation, as 
the heart, and ahsdlutely necessary to remove or | rational beings, than all the spiritual comments on 
cure the moral disorder, which was occasioned by | the book of Canticles that have been composed, @rst 
Adam's Fall, and communicated by ordinary gener- } by Jews and then by Christians. Those few werds, 
ation to all his posterity. Hence it isof vast impor- | befruitful and multiply, replenish and subdue the 
tance in the science of ethics, as well as theology, | earth. as connected with the natural state of Adam, 
for every man to be satisfied in his own mind, wheth- | include all the duties of social life, and impose the 
er there be any ground from scripture and reason, to | obligations of education in the useful arts and scien- 
believe there was an aclion, event, or any thing what- | ces, as they become necessary in the increasing state 
ever, in the life of old Adam, on which can be predi- | ofthe world. The earth is not yet wholly subdued, 
cated such a change in his heart, mind and censtiiu- nor replenished with so many inhabitants as it might 
tion, as a man, and a father of a race of creatures , be made to support; consequently, men cannot plead 
like himself, as the above doctrine of the Foll charges | exemption from those primary injunctions. 
upon him. | Man was originally made of the dust of the earth; 
Adam, it iscontended, before the supposed fall, | which is good evidence that he was mortal, and like 
was perfectly holy, just and pure; a fit companion | all other organized bodies, must in time decay, fall in 
for any of the heavenly inbabitants; his intellectual | pieces, or die. But, my friend, there is nothing dis- 
powers were strong and bright; his affections pure , heartening in this; for, asa miracle made man at 
and his whole heart devoted in !ove to God and good | first, soanother may raise bim again; and of this, 
willtoman. Butimmediately after the fu//hisheart, , christians have very encouraging hopes. 
affections and whole moral frame became changed! What took place before creation, we are wholly 
and corrupted—his intellects weakened, and his cou- | unable to conceive; but as soon as map was created 
science, or sense of right and wrong darkened, so and provided with an help-mate, the laws of nature 
that he could only associate with devils and darned , were put in operation, and, what is called the ordina- 
spirits. Indeed, Adam was so changed and fallen | ry providence of God, commenced as to human be- 
from the elevated rank for which he was originally ‘ings. No more mirscles were then wrought than 
made, tat he was enable to perform any duty what: what were necessary to answer particular purposes. 
ever, as he might have done before. My friend, this When Adam was first formed, we inay suppose he 
if true, is an awfal situation for poor old Adam, and. was like whai we callacurpse, till ihe Creator breath- 
his unborn race ; for the same divines tell us, that he ed into his nostrils, or inflated his lungs with air; 
being unclean, no clean thing could descend from | when he became a living soul or animal. But we 
him. Well, how is this fact according to evidence? ' are not free from difficulties; forthe new born son, 
If this Fall of Adam took place during a period of or child, had no buman bourse, vo father or mother to 
which we have apy historical account, some Mention nourish and protecthim; and without an immediate 
would have been made of it. Believing this tobe an miracle be must have perished. For whether Adam 
indisputable fact, I have examived the first chapters : was born of the size of an infant, of a youth, or of a 
of Genesis, where all that is known historically of! man be may be considered helpless, as others would 
Adam and his conduct, is recorded ; and I shall en- be, unless miraculously provided for. But I think 
deavor tolay before you an abstract of my discover- ; it most rational to contemplate the Deity as the pro- 
ies, relating to the common doctrines of original sin, : vident father and gdardian of the new born children, 
total depravity, and the consequent inability to do | instructing and educating them by means adapted te 
any thing pleasing to God. | their condition. Let.us proceed to the account giv- 
From the great change for the worse which is sup- | eno! them m the garden. 
posed tohave taken place in our first parent, we; How leng Adam resided there before Eve was pre- 
should be led to conclude, that he must have been | senicd to him, we are not informed. But he had 
very unfit to fill the place for which he was primarily ' been so far notifed of her formation, and the end for 
designed, in the creation of God. Whereas it would | which she was made, he was not at all surprised, but 
seem from the nature of things, that a creature with | aptly named her woman; because she was taken 
the same powers of body and mind that man posses- ‘from man. Though unclothed, they had not the 
“es, was wanting to complete the six days’ work of | sensations and reflections of those brought up in civ- 
the Creator. When we are told, there was not a} ilized society, under similar circumstances. 
sna to till the ground, the meaning is,thatahusband-| The third chapter of Genesis opens with a decla- 
man wasnecessary. When God created and formed | ration of the uncommon subtilty of the Serpent, of 
man, and gave him universal dominion on earth, he | whom this is the first mention. The conversation 
was as far as we can discover, like the human family | between the serpent and Eve follows, respecting the 
generally from infancy to manhood ; such a creature | forbjdden fruit; from which it appears that the mo- 
as all the rest of the creation needed, to render it} ther of sur race was forbidden to touch, as well as to 
complete.- So far then, every thing appears in har- | eat the fruit of the interdicted tree. The serpent 
mony with every thing about it. Hence, no sooner ! had a pretty correct idea of the immediate effects of 
was man created than God blessed him, ‘and com- ' the tree, aud said, when ye shall have eaten thereof 
manded him to be fruitful, to multiply and repienish | your eyes suall be epened, and ye shall be as Gods, 
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kaowing el in evil; and the result was as pre- 
dicted. (Sea se 6 and 22, 

One thine b by “on way is certain, viz. as neither 
Adair nor Eve did die a natural death on the day of 
transgression, we must conclude something different 
was meant by the punishment threatened. And how 
can we so well ascertain what it was, as by looking 
at the consequences which actually and immediate ly 
followed the transgression? When God said, In the 
day Loou eatest there of thou shal surely die, be must 
evi'entiv mean what did really take place, as the et- 


~— 


fect of disobeving the prohibition ;’ so that when thai 
eflect is asvertained, according to the ‘record, the 
moaning of the threat will he eqvally ciear. 

ow I du most solemmly call on you, my dear 
friend, and all who may read this letter, of whatever 
dengminaiion, to lay aside all preconceived potions 
about Adam's fall, and attend to a piece of ancient 
history, in which an account of it, if it were true, 
would Se recorded; and as the narration of the facts 
is shor!, you are requested to reccive your ideas as 
direcily trom tas p ossible ; and not deceive yourself 
by essocta tin g with the words and phrases of the his- 
tor an. ail the nottous and dogmas which theologians 
have supposed tam to teach. 1 shall begin with the 
Tis verse of the 3d chapter, and learn the effect of 
the rst sin, on the man and woman. 

Lhe namcediate effect of the first transgression, as 
declare: in frenesis, chaoters 3d, was, that the eyes 
a both, Adan and Eve, were opened, and they 
know they were naked; and thev sewed fig leaves 
tog-iher for aprons, &c. Ke. Then follows the de- 
ci ration of ihe sentence against them for disobering 
their , which, be it what it may, is all which 
wae orginally intended by the denunciation—in the 
diay thet thow eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.— 
These are the words of the sentence, viz. ‘ But to 
the wornan he said, I will greatly muitiply thy sorrow 


of tae; 
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aud thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth 
children; and thy desive shall beto thy husband, and 


he shail rule over thee.” Now if we look at the con- 
tents of verses 16 and 17, in which the Jaws and 
terms under which they lived aud acted, are promul- 
gated. we must consider the final sentence passed, 
according to judicial proceedings: And what is it? 
Does it order the woman to be al stoned or burnt 
to aches, or in any other way depriv ed of natural life, 
which is tie common acceptation of the word death ? 
Much less does it denounce an eternity of misery in 
an invisible state. where is neither marriage, multi- 
plication nor conception. Certainly net. The sim- 

ple declaration is, that her sorrows and conceptions 
would be multiplied; which must imply thatif she 
had uot disobeyed, some inconvenience would have 
been endured ; othe: wise it would be like roultiply- 
ing amerecypher. Had the penalty been that Eve 
should have remained childless, I thiak it would have 
been still more severe; and she night have murmur- 
ed as did a venerable lady of old—give me children 
or I shail die. 

The other part of the declaration—“ thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee,” 
expresses nothing harsh or improper. It simply im- 
plied tuat she should prefer him to all ethers, and 
that he was authorized to be the first among equals. 
No virtuous woman, worthy to be called an help-meet 
would wish to have the sentence reversed; and no 
man who maimtains his proper dignity will abuse a 
privilege by which he is to take the prudential lead in 


Next comes the sentence upon Adam. “ And 
unto* Adam.he said, because thou hast harkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, and eaten the fruit I com- 
rmanded thee not to eat, cursed is the ground for-thy 
sake; insorraw shalt thoueat of it allthe days of 


the arduous and difficult concerns of life. 


i: unto dust thou shalt return.” Tha 








thy life. Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth unte 
thee, and thou shalt eat the herb of the field ; ; Inthe 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken; dust 
thou art and unto dust thou shalt return.” Were we 
have the whole sentence in detail; and I think we 
are autiorized to say that naturaldeath is no part of it. 
The last clause, which has been supposed to- support 
that idea, is found to speak in a different language.—. 
The reason fur Adam’s return to the ground, .is not 
that he had sinned, but, ** Because dust thou art, and 
at nothing has been 
seen, w hich at all answers to the popular doctrine 
concerning The Fail, must be evidept to every re- 
Ie ‘cting person. They were depriggyfof many ad- 
vantages and joys wh sich would ha en enjoyed, 
had they continued sinless; out what they were, it 
is not my present business to specify. Suffer me to 
press home the question, dear sir; W hat is there in 
all the above of the ‘* Fall of Adam,” “ original sin,” 
‘* total depravity,” & the like ? What have we seen te 


justify the belief that Adam’s partaking of the forbid- 


contaminated the soul, heart or mand of 
How can you make it appear, 
from the account in Genesis, that the natural off- 
spring of sinful Adam, were naturally sinners, any 
more than ! ean, that the children of murderous Cain 
were all naturally murderers? To save the time 
and labor of writing much on this point, let me en- 
treat you to Jay aside your orthodoxy for a short 
time, and examine it with all possible impartiality. 
You will find, upon due examination, that the sin of 
Cain was the greatest of the two, and would have 
constituted a more plausible pretext for damning all 
succeeding generations, than that which clerical 
blindness has unfortunately selected. And then 
again, 1 want you to inform me, if you can, how it 
comes to pass that a son, born with a nature wholly 
corrupt, should experience more compunction of 
conscience in acting naturally, than his father did in 
sacrificing perfect holiness to sensual or sinful grati- 
fication? Of what advantage was it to Adatn and 
Eve to possess a nature perfectly holy and pure, 
since, according to the evangelical system, as itis 
called, they vieided to the first temptation, withont 
making somuch resistance as many of their fallen 
children have done, though not regenerated ? 

But it appears that or: thodox people, after the sup- 
posed regeneration of their whole nature, are ina 
state somewhat like that of our first parents ; for, in 
the first place, we fine them quite as frequeutly guil- 
ty of what we call hemous crimes, as the morally 
good are; and in (he second place, they exhibit as 
much ingenuity in excusing themselves and _pallia- 
ting the enormity of their o fence 's, a5 the pair did in 
old Eden. They make a difference between the sins 
of the world’s people and evangelical christians; the 
iniquities of the former are full blooded sins, those of 
the latter are buckslidings of the saints. Hence, if 
it be desirable éo sin, and ese ape with impunity,{lere 
isa peculiar advantage in being regen erated. But 
what most surprises me is, that the professedly regen- 
erate will gloss over their transgressions by boasting 
of the depravity of their nature; aud acknowledge 
in their mens a repetition of the same oifences, of 
which, in their vespers they confessed themselves ev- 
ery moment guuly. Itseems as though the evangel- 
icals rested their hopes of heaven and happiness, on 
sinning and repenting, praying and confessing ; and 
the more numerous and aggravated the crimes, the 
more certain of being forgiven and saved, if they thus 
persevere, and repent as often as is convenient. I 
cannot but suspect that some of those self-deceived 
souls would dsead the thoughts of living any consid- 
erable space of time witbout sinning in word, thought 


den fruit, 
his unborn posterity ! 
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or deed, lest ikey shuuk! scem to rely ou bumer 
works, aud not onthe merit of Christ, for justifica 
tion, fur such terms are in the mouths of the evangel- 
icals as the sine qua non of their soundness in the 
faits. And may we not suppose that the wn-degener- 
ate pair, preyious to their fall, were equally orthodox 
in the faith, and reasoned in a somewhat similar man- 
ner, when tempted, as the regenerate pow do; con- 
cluding that their crimes would not be so criminal, as 
thourh they were depraved by nature? If this is not 
uncharitable, E will go one step further, and ask 
whether such crthodoxy, according to their own 
views, has not tégded to immorality, in many Cases. 


even from esi Whether the sin of Adam 






and Eve was aimpeality great or small, it is not to be 
gathered from’ shame, fear, guilt aud misery 
which it produced in them, that they viewed it ina 
heinous light. But will proceed with the narrative. 
If the first sin was infinite and involved the guilt 
and condemnation of all Adam’s unborn race, unless 
ap infinite atonement should be made to ensure the 
forgiveness (as it is strangely called,) and salvation of 
a select few, how can we account for the very singu- 
lar words of the Creator ;—* Behold the man has be- 
coine as one of us, to know good and evil.” Was it 
infinitely criminal in Adam and Eve to know good 
from evil? to distinguish right from wrong? what 
vould dothem good from what would injure them? 
or fo gain by experience such knowledge or antici- 
pation of the ordinary course of uature and providence 
as tu be able to foresee the probable effects of acticns 
and events as they were daily taking place ? It seems 
impossible, mv friend, that this act of Adam and Eve 
should have such a damning effect on his oiispring, | 
since the principal thing which the Creater appre- 


| meut. 


peace with God, and I will therefore, spend my 
future days in warning sinnurs to flee from the 
wrath to come. 

Univ. Tell me, if you please, who you sup- 
pose are liable togthis dreadful punishment. 

Oppon. Who? Why sinners, to be sure ; 
those who do net love God, hypocrites and 
such like. Jesus said, “woe unto you, scribes 
and pharisees, hypocrites! how can ye escape 
the damnation of hell ? 

Univ. Now it is strange you cannot see, that 
if Sich people are to be eternally miserable, 
those who believe in the doctrine of eternal 
punishment are in just as much danger as oth- 
ers. As you have denounced such a punish- 
ment on the man who does such things, I will 
say to you as Nathan said to David, “ Thou 
art the man.” 

Oppon. What do you mean? 

Univ. I mean what I say; that if sach men 
are to be eternally miserable, you are more 
than in danger; you must suffer this punisi- 
Avd I will convince you of it. Are 
you nol a sinner ? 

Oppon. Why I—I hope, I trust— 

Univ. Now | do not wish you to equivocate, 
and taerefore will not press you fur an answer, 
but will proceed to show you that you are. You 
pray to God to forgive you your sins. Why 
Should you do this, if you wre not a sinner ?— 
And when you was at a conference meeting 








hended was, that they would put forth their hanes 
and take of the tree of life, and live (in the garden) 
forever, or to the endof life. The meauing of which | 
apcears to be this; instead of remaining ina state of | 
infancy and helplessness, they were to go forth inte | 
the wide world, and by labor, industry ard economy | 
provide for themselves. ‘They must build houses, 
raise provision and manufacture their garmenis. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN A UNIVERSALIST AND HIS OPPONENT, | 


| 
| 
' 
‘ 
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WHO BELIEVED IN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 

Opponent. My friend, Ihave a desire to talk 
with you on the subject of your senl’s eternal 
welfare. You donot seem to be sensible of your 
great danger. You are under the wrath and 
curse of God, and liable to the pains of hell for- 





ever. [have gieat and constant concern for 
you. 
Universalist. 1 thauk you for your express- 


ion of solicitude. Ef I believed as you do, ] 
Should have as much concern fer vou, for I 
should see no fairer prospect of your salvation 
than my own. And L have often wondered 
that you never think, if your doctrine be true, 
that you are in as ereat danger as others. But 
you are perfectly unconcerned on your own ac- 
count even when you denounce the punishment 
of eternal misery.of sinners, you are not in the 
least alarmed for yonrself. 

Oppon. It is true that T feel easy with res- 


the other evening, you said that you was the 
mest unworthy worn of the dust. Your soul 
rejoiced to think that God was so good to one 
so vile. Ifhe had been strict to mark iniquity 
against you, your lot had been as Sodom and 
like unto Gomorrah. 

Oppon. Yes; but, as I was going to say, } 


| trest that I have repented. 


Univ. I know you do. Butall this which J 


have mentioned has taken place since you re- 


pented. Now ifyouthought you was nota sinner, 
you told a most dreadfal falsehood at the con- 
ference, besides being guilty of hypocrisy. And 
if, as you say, you had repented and learned 
your inaster’s will, vou are more deserving of 
punishment than any other sinners: for he that 
kooweth his master’s will and doeth it not shall 
be beaten with many stripes. 

You mentioned some particular kinds of sin- 
ners, those who do not love God and hypocrites. 
You thought that the man who is guilty of these 
sins is in great danger of eternal woe. Now 
you do not love God. And FE say untd you a- 
gain, thou art the mag. 

* * * * * * * 

You need not stare at me so wildly, for it is 
a sulemn fact ; and I could make you acknowl- 
edge it, if you were a candid man. A man who 
loves God, will love to.serve him. But you de- 
clared the other evening, and repeated it most 
emphatically, that if you believed there was no 





pect to myself; bet when IT see thousands | 

go'ng headlong to eternal destruction, how can | 

hold my peace? I trust that I have made my | 
* 
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hell you would sin forever. And you even par- 
ticularized what you would do. You said you 
would lie, swear, cheat, steal, get drunk, and 
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that was not the worst. If you was sincere this 
shows us what you wish to do. And yet you 
profess to love God. Now you certainly tell a 
falsehood about one thing or the other. For Je- 
sus said, If aman love me, he will keep my 
words ; and my Father will- love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him.” —(John xiv. 23.) Did the blessed Jesus 
ever tell wen to lie, swear, cheat, steal, or get 
drunk ? Or do you suppose he would come and 
abide with you, in lying, swearing, cheating, 
stealing or getting drunk ? [tis plain that you 
do not love God, if what you say be true. 
No wonder that you groan, mv friend, I should 
if I were ip your situation. But let us now look 
for hypocrites. You intimated that a man 
guilty of hypocrisy could not escape eternal 
punishment ; and I say unto you again, “ Thou 
art the man.” If you will attend to me, I will 
shew it to vou. What firstinduced you to seek 
an interest in Christ? 

Oppon. 1 do not feel it my duty to talk with 
you. But I will answer that question because 
it brings to mind the time when I experienced 
religion. I was somehow made sensible of my 
dangerous situation by nature. I saw my sins 
like mountains before me, and hell gaping be- 
neath. Ishuddered. | 

Univ. Very well. Will you please to go on 
with your experience ? 

Oppon. O yes, I had a realizing sense of my 
own great wickedness. I saw that God wonl4 
be just to cast me off forever. What could { do? 
T resigned myselfto him, willing, like Paul, if 
it was for his glory, to be accursed trom Christ, 
and cast away forever. Soon a ray of light 
darted into my poor soul and ever since, I 
would not have exchanged situations with any 
living creature. 

Univ. Now do you not see that you were a 
hypocrite. You here tell us that you were in 
the most dreadful fear of hell, and then, in the 
next breath, that you were perfectly willing to 
be damned. How can a man be perfectly wil- 
ling to suffer that which he is in dreadful fear of ? 
And tbis is not all your hypocrisy. Your ap- 
parent solemaity and disfigurement of face is 
hypocritical. If these things were real, if they 
had become a habit with you, you would have 
them all the time. But this is not the case.— 
You use them just as people do their best 
clothes ; put them on sabbath morning, and 
take them off at night, not to resume theia again 
until the next sabbath, unless there should be 
some service to attend dvring the week, in which 
case, on they go again. This is an old prac- 
tice among the hypocrites: for as long ago as 
our Saviour’s time,they wore a sad countenance, 
and disfigured their faces to be seen of men.— 





Your prayers also are evidences of your hypoc- |} 


risy. I recently heard ofa remarkable instance 
of this. At the dinner table, when you said 
grace, you thanked the Lord for setting before 
you so many rich blessings, all of which you 
Said you were utterly unworthy of. You had 


not been seated more than a minute before you 
began to find fault about the way in which it 
was cooked, and then very soon with the food 
itself, and you declared that if you lived until 
the next day, you would have something better 
‘for dinner. Is not your religious service before 
meals rank hypocrisy ? I thought you was hy. 
pocritieal on that evening I have before men- 
tioned, when you told of your utter unworthj- 
ness and great sinfulness. I did not believe you 
meant what yousaid. And J -have now been 
furnished with a proof of it. For when I inti- 
mated a few minutes ago that you were a sin- 
ner, you could not conceive what I did mean by 
it. And yet this practice of crying yourself 
down is very common with you. So whenever 
I have heard you say, that you do not care a. 
bout the things of this world, I have thought it 
an evidence of hypocrisy. Who is more greedy 
for property than you? Who more than you 
grinds the face of the poor ? 

I do not blame you for getting property in ap 
honest way, nor for keeping it, but for telling 
such an abominable falsehood as you do, when 
you say you do not care any thing about it. J 
might pursue this subject to muctr greater length 
if it were necessary, but | forbear. I would 
advise you to be more careful in future how 
you threaten sinners with eternal purishment. 
Would to God that whenever you get very zeal- 
ous in warning sinners to flee from eternal per- 
dition, some Nathan might be near you to whis- 
per, “thou artthe man.” And, my dear friend 
I pray you to consider most seriously whether 
that worship can be acceptable to the searcher 
of hearts which bears the marks of such great 
insincerity. Dr. Watts has very justly said,— 


“ Nothing but truth before his throne, 
With honor can appear, 

The painted hypocrites are known, 
Through the disguise they wear. 


Their lifted eyes salute the skies, 

Their bending knees the ground, 

But (od abhors the sacrifice, 

Where not the heart is found.” 
Ricnarps- 


WESTERN ASSOCIATION. 

The Western Association of Universalists, 
will meet at Katon’s Bush, Herkimer Co. the 
first Wednesday of June next. Ft will contin- 
ue two days. Public worship will commence 
at half past 10 o’clock of each day. Each so- 
ciety and church is entitled to ¢wo delegates. 





(>> Mr. Everett will preach at Aurofa, 


next Sabbath. 
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